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RONALD WILLIAM PELTON 


This communication is classified »se 
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employee o^the^S iona^ 'security ^ncf O-A)" Pelt ° n ' 3 f ° rmer 
three concurrent life sentence-? fnr 9 !? (I^A) , was sentenced to 
for unlawful disclosure of clas<= i c i pf nage f no a 10 _ year sentence 

with the life sentenced AftefsfntenciS^;? 11 t0 rUn COncu “ent 

at Lewisburg Federal Penitentiarv t ,h 0 ' Pelton was incarcerated/ 

penitentiary , where he remains todaiz k 
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Hr. william F. Weld 
Assistant Attorney General 



Fu ^ her inquiries regarding this ma tter should be rLLtrmtg d 
to the attention or Supervisory Special Agentl 
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and 


t'nis matter has been coordinated with Juan Marrero, HSDOJ 
1 IKTD, Special Staff. ' ' 


ibis information will be used by DQJ to present to the ^ic 
bureau of Prisons as a basis for the request to transfer Pel ton* to 
an institution with a AfpfcgijrBDr levels sj^curi ty . 
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RONALD WILLIAM PELTON 
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00 : BALTIMORE 
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ocument is classified in its entirety. 

your staff B adv?spH n ?h=i i , I ?i.. d , at ® d 4 /20/90,[ 

be informed of the circumstances^^ whe ^ er the PIOB ne'ids to 
investigation of PELTON as exolain^H r K Unding the es Pi°nage 
Gow in his 4/19/90 note to vol it * Y J ssist ant Director (AD) 
Executive Order (EO) Y j know. Section 4 of 

General Counsel of the “Iff that Ins Pectors Sene?fl and 

rllortX^L^^ SivlsKd^^ ~»P°"entf (L ?he 

SiL a °dd?t ontrary to E s=ut“; Y o^ a :: b r??; s L° b ? iieve 

mandate reporting to the Vlo/o/- 4 has . been interpreted*^ 181 
contrary to any provision of the Attorn lga i lve actlv ity which is 

Counterintelligence^Investiaat^hi 011 a " d GUidSlineS for 

designed in full D ? in part^ 1 ?" 5 (FCI sidelines) which was 
individual rights. P to lnsure th * protection of 
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provided, includina V an W o° f , the materi al whict^ 1 

believe that the undercover ^ctf' ' 1 ° n ° te ' I ^Ve no reason t5 ^ 
contrary to the FCl cf deUnes nf dGSCribed by AD Gow was 

inv^ U f SrC ° Ver guidelines for FCI anrT\ <0 ? the f acts as presented 

Manual, which ifficiali ^ L^ Ctl ° n °- 4 -2-l(3) of thl S 
applicable, did not require FBlHo eaS ° nablY conclud ed was 
Accordingly, X do not Sli^ t a ^ B ^^ 1 ;&r- 
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1 ~ Legal Research Unit 
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Special Stiff I T a i S ? 1 ^ e rstand that officials of the 

members of the Lnate Select^ 6 -^ ViSi ° n haVe briefed staff 
this matter? * SeleCt Coitrauttee on Intelligence regarding 
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THE REPORTERS COMMITTEE FOR FREEDOM OF THE PRESS 



March 12, 1990 


Mr. Emil Moschella 
Freedom of Information Act Officer 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Room 6296 

9th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20535 

Dear Mr. Moschella: 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

wiJto&tajL jn&Jsa&bstL- 
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Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I request all 
records concerning the March or April 1987 contact of Ronald 
Peiton, a prisoner at the federal facility in Lewisburg, 
Pennsylvania, by an individual representing the FBI who Dosed as 
a representative of Don Devereux, a freelance reporter in 
Phoenix f Arizona f and the Scottsdale Progress f 

My request includes, but is not limited to, records of a Special 

an e n^di^ harge S w f! ttei ? request to establish, extend or renew 
an undercover operation involving the impersonation of a 

representative of Mr. Devereux in gaining access to Mr. Peiton* 
records showing the U.S. Attorney or Strike Force Chief was 
knowledgeable about the operation; records advising the 
Undercover Operations Review Committee of the operation and 

H™ r ^ S a C ^ eat f d - by t ? e C0Inmit tee in any deliberations it may 
have had involving the contact of Mr. Peiton or its proposal; 
and communications to or from the SAC, the Director of the FBI 
any Assistant Director, the Undercover Operations Review ' 

SSL e ! ? i SS1S 5 ant Attorney General, and the Attorney General 
involving the undercover interview of Mr. Peiton. 


I also request any records assessing the operation that were 
created by any of the above officials or any other -off icilll 
involved in or knowledgeable about it, 


Steering Committee 

WASHINGTON 
Hoddlng Carter 
‘MalnStreet 
Ed Fouhy 
‘Concord 

Communications Group 
Sara Fritz 

‘Los Angelas Timas 
Hays Gorey 
‘Time Magazine 
Albert Hunt 
‘Wall Street Journal 
Jack C. Landau 
• Newhouse Newspapers 


Tony Mauro 
‘USA Today 
Jack Nelson 
* Los Angeles Times 
David Rosenbaum 
‘New York Times 
Cristlne Russell 
‘Washington Post 
Bernard Shaw 
‘CNN 

Philip Taubman 
‘New York Times 
Unda Wertheimer 
‘National Public Radio 
Bob Woodward 
• Washington Post 
Clemens P. Work 
‘U.S. News A World Report 


NEW YORK 

Tom Brokaw 
‘NBC News 
Earl Caldwell 
* New York Dally News 
Diane Camper 
‘New York Times 
John Chancellor 
‘NBC News 
Walter Cronklte 
‘CBS News 
Nat Hentoff 
‘The Village Voice 
Peter Jennings 
‘ABC News 
Dan Rather 
‘CBS News 


AUSTIN 

John C. Henry 

• Amerlcan-Sta tesman 

CHICAGO 

Mike Royko 

‘Chicago Tribune 

DALLAS 

Jack Taylor 

‘Times Herald 

JACKSON, MS 

Wilson F. Minor 

‘Factual Reporting Service 

MIAMI 

Gene Miller 

‘Miami Herald 


NASHVILLE 
Fred Graham 
* Freelance 
NEPTUNE, NJ 
Gary Deckelnlck 
‘Asbury Park Press 
Ex-Officio 
Jane E. Klrtley 
Executive Director 


‘Identification purposes only 



Page Two Mr. Moschella 


Under guidelines issued to the public on January 5, 1981, a 
Special Agent in Charge may not, under B(h) , authorize an 
undercover operation involving an undercover employee or 
cooperating private individual who poses as a member of the news 
media where there is a significant risk that another individual 
will be led into a confidential relationship as a result of the 
pose unless certain procedural guidelines are followed. My 

in ?ludes, but is not limited to, all records documenting 
adherence to those guidelines. 3 


If those guidelines have been superseded, I request a copy of 
the superseding guidelines and all records created in adherence 
to the superseding guidelines. 


The enclosed article from the January 26, 1990, confirms the 
approach to Pelton. 


As a representative of the news media, the Reporters Committee 
is entitled to waiver of search fees and of 100 pages of copyinq 
costs. The Reporters Committee regularly covers the 
relationships of the federal government to the media in its 

qU K^ er i? journal Ihs. .HEWS Media & The t.aw and in its other 
publications. 


Should my request result in more than 100 pages, I request that 
fees be waived because the information would contribute 
significantly to public understanding of government operations 
and activities and is not in my commercial interest. 


Sincerely, 



Jane E. Kirtley 
Executive Director 



April 19, 1990 


Director Sessions: 


RE: RONALD WILLIAM PELTON 

ESPIONAGE - SOVIET UNION 
00: BALTIMORE 



Coatee 

facility Lewilburg Wa peMsJl5?niJ ed ^ FedSral correcti ™ 


-in late aUon ' an investigation was initiated 
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HE: RONALD WILLIAM PELTON 


~the appropriate Assistant United ^t Wes Attn ^ 5 co ? rdinated with 
Division, beginning on March 4 and l^° rn S S Balt ^ore 
Division as well. ' later, in the Philadelphia 

Special Agent ^UCA) 3 at 1 ?he 'prison^ith by an undercove r FBI 
Department of Justice Interna? c ° ncurre nce of the 

Division, and the Assistant United States Criminal 

District of Pennsylvania y te d States A ttorney , Middle 

WW to ^on but 

the outset that she was not an attorney J~ UCA advlsed ££jl°n a t 

~~J The SA was then al 


un1i?iov^r m 1e?L g Pel a t n 0n ;| r ^r ntS 

United states DepIrtmSn? 9 ^ bet " een the 

Pjlton agreed tosign a noldisclosurel^ 11 ™ ' ? attorr,e i' whereby 
additional prosecution. enclosure agreement m lieu of 

in documents which e establish 'whether the ? arti J ularl y interested 
conducted in compliance with fhtztL investigation was 
undercover operations. The^ertinent^rX ? e ? eral ' s Guidelines on 
guidelines referred to bv m* P J • 2? ^ P rovisl °n of those 
emergency, only FBIHQ can initiated pr ° vide that ' absent an 
involving an undercover S a * u* undercove r action 

attorney, where there is a relate^rist^/ 11 ® n ? WS media ' or a n 
However, this investigation wasconduS J? f mis P laced confidence, 
espionage investigation and +-h Q C °^ dUCted as an extension of an 
Attorney Generai luLSinlS for fIt ^ C ° nduct f d Pursuant to the 
Collection and For eign ^n tfrinten 

and the FCI Manual! 2 l liqence Investicratl nn.g {m 
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RE: RONALD WILLIAM PELTON 


distinction for SAs who pose as attorneys or members of the 
media. Furthermore, the Attorney General's Guidelines on FBI 
Undercover Operations delimits itself solely to "domestic Tew 
enforcement" matters under Section in (i) of those Guidelines. 

,, 0 The FBI Congressional Affairs Office has advised ihei 

the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence has also made 
inquiry regarding this matter to the Attorney General 

aon , Pelton | s appeal was denied in May of 1988 and the frt 

espionage investigation of Pelton is now closed 



0 - 4 . 2. 1 


rrtKJ 1 32** CT 

fijfT °- F0BK1GN ™NIE«. N TR,.u G ENCK (EC n INVESTIGATIONS 
Undercove r Operations 


FBI support employee engaged 6 in^reiaUonshi^ L >} d Y 1 A Special Agent or 
counterintelligence investigation /h^ the n tl t target ° f a 

over a period of time and where FBI emplo^enl. is conletllV^ ^ COnti " Ue 

Undercover Special^e^^usesbhis/het tr^e" 1 ^"h ^ operation wherein the 
relationship with the FBI- ' L name but conceal s his/her 
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General Principles 


Full InvestigatLo/ha/betn aStho^ized T* ^ e ^ plo y ed in cases where 
Guidelines for FBI Foreign Intel liRence^ot LYf ' t0 Atto f ne y General 
Counter intelligence Invef tigatio^CTOG) °" ^ 
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